3/10/2021 





Welcome to Ghana Food And Drug Authority | Home 


MENU = 





Report Adverse 
Reaction 


Lifts 


For Stakeholders 








Consumer 
Education 





NEWS & EVENTS 


Media 


https://fdaghana.gov.gh/news-media.php?page=1 


Š 


Approved fees Products Recall 
Schedules And Alert 








Submit a Complaint 





THE FDA IN CONJUNCTION WITH AGA-AFRICA 
HOSTS A CONFERENCE ON TACKLING THE REALITY 


AC TD ANCMATIAMNAI CDIMCE C 


1/6 


3/10/2021 


e Gallery 
e Video 


e News 


Press Releases 


LATEST NEWS 


2021-03-08 00:00:00 
FDA TRAINS ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
OFFICERS IN OIL PALM VALUE CHAIN 


2021-02-19 00:00:00 
FDA CEO RECEIVES THE CHANGE 
MAKER AWARD 


2021-02-18 00:00:00 
FDA ORGANISES FREE COVID-19 
TESTING FOR STAFF 


2021-02-11 00:00:00 

CEO OF FDA DISCUSSES PRODUCTION 
OF COVID-19 VACCINE WITH CUBAN 
AMBASSADOR 


2021-02-08 00:00:00 
FDA SENSITISES STAFF ON STRESS 
MANAGEMENT 


2021-02-05 00:00:00 

WEARING OF DOUBLE FACE MASKS FOR 
COVID-19 PREVENTION IN THE WAKE 
OF EMERGING NEW SARS-COV-2 
VARIANTS - THE FDA's PERSPECTIVE 


https://fdaghana.gov.gh/news-media.php?page=1 


Welcome to Ghana Food And Drug Authority | Home 
VJ IT rR AINVI IN AP I WwW NAL v MAI WI J 


The Food and Drug Authority (FDA) in conjunction with Attorney General Alliance Africa 
(AGA-Africa) on the 3rd to 4th of March 2020, hosted a conference on tackling the reality of 


transnational crimes" at the Kempinski Gold Coast Hotel, Accra. 


The conference was channelled at contributing to the prevention of the production/ 
importation of counterfeit food and drugs, human trafficking, the protection of its victims, 
and the effective prosecution of those who commit and profit from crimes. Also, it was 
aimed at creating the opportunity for delegates to learn from past atrocities to ensure that 


the injustices are not carried forth into the future. 


AGA-Africa is an organisation that offers joint responses to transnational crime with African 
nations through training workshops and seminars not only providing invaluable substantive 
capacity building but also fostering vibrant relationship with justice and law enforcement 


agencies and officials throughout Africa. 


The conference, which brought together officials from the FDA, Representative of the 
President's Office, American Chamber of Commerce in Ghana, Ghana Bar Association, 
AGA-Africa Country Representatives and Members, Ghana Tourism Authority, Ghana Law 
Students, NAFDAC, Attorney General Office, Ministry for Justice, Ghana Police Service 


among others was aimed at sharing strategies in fighting transnational crimes. 


Mr. Vigil Prah Ashun, Head of Drug Market Surveillance Department representing the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), Mrs. Delese Darko gave a presentation on the "Menace «< 
Counterfeit Food and Drugs". He said according to Section 123 of the Public Health Act, 


2012, Act 851 "counterfeit" (Substandard/ falsified) drugs, "a person shall not manufacture, 
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import, export, supply, possess or offer for sale a counterfeit drug, herbal medicinal product, 


cosmetic, medical device or house hold substance". 


He further mentioned that, according to Section 100 Subsection 3D of the Public Health 
Act, 2012 Act 851 " a person commits an offence if that person sells or offers for sale a food 
that is adulterated. He spoke on the mandate of the Authority, which is to provide and 
enforce standards for the sale of drugs (allopathic and herbal), food, food supplement, 
cosmetic, household chemicals and medical devices substances; and the fight of the FDA 
against the production/ importation of counterfeit drugs (substandard/ falsified) and food 
(mislabeled or adulterated food products), which are mostly smuggled through unapproved 


entry points. 


He also mentioned some implications, saying the use of fake medicines can result in 
treatment failure, complications, adverse reaction or even death. He added that fake or 
adulterated food product can likewise pose serious health risks. He said the Authority has 
put in place routine regulatory procedures to halt the trade of SF products which are, pre 
and post approval activities, collaborations with some organizations like USAID and USP 


and quality monitoring programme. 


Furthermore, Mr. Prah Ashun said, the FDA in ensuring public protection has cautioned 


drug retail outlets to be wary of purchasing medical products from unregistered sources 


through media engagement. The public has been advised to patronize genuine products by 
taking time to analyze the packaging and appearance when making purchases of these 
items to enable them use only safe products. Also, they have been educated on dangers í 


consuming and dealing in substandard/ falsified (SF) products. 
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In addition the Authority through social media creates awareness on its functions, educates 
on SF products identification and other public health issues as well as promote food and 
drugs safety systems. At the end of the presentation he indicated that, it is the mandate of 
the FDA to ensure that all drugs, food and other products regulated by the Authority meet 


the standard requirements. 


However, in combating SF products, a transnational crime, the FDA with international 
support from the World Health Organization (WHO), World Customs Organization (WCO), 
Department for International Development (DFID), Interpol etc. requires joint effort with the 
Ministries, police, prosecutors, manufactures, importers, wholesalers, health care and 


medicines providers, patients, consumers and the public of Ghana. 
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The FDA exists to protect public health by assuring the safety, efficacy 
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